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New Features in Adept 8.2.3 

¶ Adeptôs AutoVue Viewer now supports AutoCAD 2011, Inventor 2011, and SolidWorks 2011 

¶ Adept now supports SolidWorks 2011.  

¶ Adept now extracts properties from MS Word and MS Excel 2010. 

¶ On ñSend Transmittalò there is now a feature that allows users to generate monochrome PDF 

files. 

¶ The SolidWorks Adept Relationship Tree now lets you sign out a child, part or assembly file 

using the Adept commands inside of SolidWorks. 

Adept Task Pane for SolidWorks, Autodesk Inventor and AutoCAD 

¶ Adept Column Sets are now available through the Task Pane interface to make it easy to display 

saved column sets.  

¶ The Task Pane now displays up to 24 columns, which is equal to the number of columns 

displayed in Adept. 

New Features in Adept 8.2.2 Inventor 2011 Patch 

¶ Adept now supports Inventor 2011. 

New Features in Adept 8.2.2 

¶ Adept now includes a PlugIn that displays thumbnails for PDFôs. When the PlugIn is enabled, a 

thumbnail is generated for each PDF and displayed in the Relationship Browser or Library Card.  

¶ The MicroStation integration now lets you automatically detect the version of MicroStation used 

to generate each file. You can use this to discover old inventory that is using out-of-date file 

formats. 

¶ Adept now supports the Adept Task Pane in AutoCAD 2010/2011. 

New Features in Adept 8.2.1 Patch 

AutoCAD 2010/2011 Application Integration Enhancement  

The Adept Task Pane in AutoCAD 
An Adept Task Pane within AutoCAD gives users the ability to Search, Sign In/Sign Out, Open, 

Insert and Replace drawings, and see status information about drawings and references (Xrefs, 

images, etc.) ï without leaving the AutoCAD application. 

 

Adept allows users to perform these tasks within the AutoCAD Task Pane: 

¶ Search by metadata or browse through an Explorer-like tree structure to find files using any 

combination of metadata fields tracked in Adept  

¶ Access files in any folder, including Adept work areas 

¶ Check the status of files (In/Out/Hold/etc.) 

¶ Drag and drop files from any Search Results listing into AutoCADôs graphics window 

¶ Open or insert a file with options for copy out, sign out, or read-only access 

¶ View and edit the selected files associated with Adept data fields via the Adept Library Card 

¶ View thumbnail and parent-child relationships (references) for the selected file  
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           The Adept Task Pane provides tight integration with AutoCAD 2010 and 2011. 
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New Features in Adept 8.2.1 

Inventor 2010 Application Integration Enhancement plus 64 bit Support 

 Many of Adeptôs features are now accessible from within Inventor, helping Inventor users be more 

efficient while ensuring effective document management. Additionally, Adept now supports the 

Inventor 2010 64 bit edition. 

The Adept Task Pane in Inventor 
An Adept Task Pane within Inventor gives users the ability to Search, Sign In/Sign Out, Open, Insert 

and Replace Components, and see status information about parts, assemblies, drawings ï without 

leaving the Inventor application. 

 

Adept allows users to perform these tasks within the Inventor Task Pane: 

¶ Search by metadata or browse through an Explorer-like tree structure to find files using any 

combination of metadata fields tracked in Adept  

¶ Access files in any folder, including Adept work areas 

¶ Check the status of files (In/Out/Hold/etc.) 

¶ Drag and drop files from any Search Results listing into Inventorôs graphics window 

¶ Open or insert a file with options for copy out, sign out, or read-only access 

¶ Specify opening options for representation selection (View, Positional, Level of Detail) 

¶ View and edit the selected fileôs associated Adept data fields via the Adept Library Card 

¶ View thumbnail and parent-child relationships (references) for the selected file  

 

    

                   The Adept Task Pane provides tight integration with Inventor 
 

The Adept Relationship Tree 
The Adept relationship tree inside of Inventor has different icons that are displayed next to the file 

name to show the current status of that file in Adept. When you hover over a file name, a tooltip 

displays information about that file, for example, file name, status, Library or owner. Users can also 

sign out a file by checking the box next to the file name and selecting the Sign Out, Edit, or Open 

button. This feature improves the ability to know status of files being worked on and increases the 

speed for accessing referenced files. 
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Notification of Referenced File Status Change 
The new Adept integration for Inventor has an optional notification feature that, when set, notifies users 

when a file they are currently referencing is signed out or signed in by another user. This feature 

improves collaboration among multiple users as they work on shared files and designs. 

Additional Access to Adept Commands 
Users are able to right click on a file in the browser and access Adept specific commands. This same 

functionality is available when a user right clicks on a part or assembly in the graphics area. The 

following Adept commands are available in the right-click popup menu: 

¶ File Status 

¶ Sign Out 

¶ Edit Part/Assembly with Sign Out 

¶ Open Part/Assembly with Sign Out 

 

Adept Desktop Client Upgrade to AutoVue Release 20.0.0 

The Adept 8.2.1 desktop client includes the Oracle AutoVue release 20.0.0, which has newly supported file 

formats, most notably SolidWorks 2010. For a complete listing of all the new viewer formats, please see the 

ñAdept Viewer Supported Formatsò document on-line at our Resource Center.  

Adept Explorer Web Client Upgrade to AutoVue Release 20.0.0 

The Adept 8.2.1 explorer client includes the Oracle AutoVue release 20.0.0, which has newly supported file 

formats, most notably SolidWorks 2010. For a complete listing of all the new viewer formats, please see the 

ñAdept Viewer Supported Formatsò document on-line at our Resource Center.  

 

Enhancements to the Transmittal Feature  

Transmittal Fields are Longer 
Transmittal fields are now 180 characters each. However, a Transmittal field that is linked to an Adept 

field, will be limited to only accept the number of characters that will fit within the size of the Adept 

field. 

More fields available for Transmittal 
Sixteen new fields have been added to the Transmittal table so they are available for use in creating 

Transmittal forms. Each of these new fields can be linked to an Adept field of any data type. 

Other Enhancements to the Transmittal 

¶ There is no longer a stability problem when converting a large number of files to PDF 

¶ When you include Inventor parts with your Transmittal, they will be converted to PDFs. (This was 

already true for SolidWorks files. The ability has been extended to Inventor.) 

¶ Project ID and Project Name are now in the right order on Transmittal form. 

¶ The transmittal feature requires that you set the name field in Adeptôs database to be a numeric 

field type. During installation of the transmittal, Adept will check this field type. If it not numeric, 

the transmittal will not load. 
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New Features in Adept 8.2 

Enhanced Active Directory Integration  

In previous Adept versions, administrators were able to import Active Directory users and groups into 

the Adept database. Now any changes that are made in Active Directory are automatically mirrored in 

Adept. With this feature enabled, 

¶ Importing an Active Directory Group into Adept ñlinksò it to the Adept database and from that 

point forward, users added or removed from the Group in Active Directory are mirrored in Adept, 

thus eliminating duplicate data entry and allowing user management from a centralized location. 

¶ Adept Administrators can set an option to poll the Active Directory so any changes made in Active 

Directory are automatically updated in Adept. 

¶ When users are deleted from Active Directory, an Adept Administrator option lets you determine 

whether they will be disabled or deleted in Adept. 

¶ When users are imported from Active directory, their email addresses are now automatically 

imported into the usersô corresponding user record in Adept. 

 

 
 

Adept 8.2 supports enhanced integration with Active Directory making it easy to keep user and group accounts synchronized. 

Operating System Support  

The Adept 8.2 Desktop client and Adept Explorer are now qualified for Windows 7, 32-bit and 64-bit 

operating systems. 

 

The Adept 8.2 Desktop client no longer supports Windows 2000. Adept Explorer may be run from 

Windows 2000 desktops, provided all other Adept Explorer system requirements are met. 
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Communicate with Vaults Throu gh Secure FTP  

Adept supports secure FTP transfers using the FTPS protocol to and from Vaults. In order to use secure 

FTP Vaults, you must configure and run a qualified FTPS server on the Vault server hardware. Please 

see Adept 8.2 System Requirements ñFTP Server Softwareò for configuration requirements. 

 
 

                            Adept 8.2 provides enhanced security using the FTPS protocol to and from Vaults. 

Uninterrupted Batch Importing and Synchronizing  

The ReExtract and Synchronize Library operations are now streamlined so that all messages are 

presented at once upon the completion of each operation. Additionally, 

¶ You can now do a Quick Search to find all files that failed to complete the extraction during the 

ReExtract or Synchronize a Library operation. 

¶ A new report allows you to find any documents that were not successfully extracted. 

Other Enhancements  

¶ Important Adept Administration changes such as adding users or changing Adept Libraries no 

longer forces windows to close on Adept usersô workstations. 

¶ When Adept authenticates users through Windows, Adept now supports authenticating against 

domains other than the default.  

¶ The Quick Search now lets you enable or disable the AutoComplete feature. 

¶ The Transmittal module now has an option to Select All or Clear All for ñInclude Childrenò 

¶ Defects were repaired in Adeptôs AutoNumber feature. 

Adept Explorer  

 

¶ The global default for the new Column Set feature is now called ñAdeptExplorerò. 

¶ The Adept Explorer Viewer can now view documents in any Vault, including direct, FTP, and 

FTPS. 

 

 
 

http://www.synergissoftware.com/resource_center/technical_documents/adept_8_system_requirements.pdf
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New Features in Adept 8.1.2 

Audit Trail Tracks Explorer Logins 

Adept adds an entry in the audit trail when users log in to Adept Explorer for a more detailed audit trail. 

Relationship Browser Interface  

A new option in the Relationship Browser allows you to Sign Out by right-clicking a file directly in the 

RB tree. 

Enhancements to AutoCAD integration 

Adept now supports PDF attachments (formerly called underlays), similar to its support for DGN and 

DWF. It also provides better support for Linked OLE Objects. A more intuitive Adept Ribbon Bar and 

Toolbar are now available inside AutoCAD.  

 

 
 
               Adeptôs new ribbon bar inside of AutoCAD. 

 

Required Fields Feature 

When you sign in a batch of files and one or more are blocked because they do not have a Required 

Field, you now have an option to ñCancel All.ò This action cancels the original 

SignIn/SignOut/Approve for the current and remaining documents in the selection list. 

Children Sign Out 

¶ The Children Sign Out dialog box now remembers the last setting for each user. If you select 

ñAllò, ñNoneò, or ñFirst Level Onlyò, that choice is remembered the next time a file is  

Signed Out. 

¶ From the Adept Edit Menu, each individual user can now deactivate Children Sign Out for 

their workstation. When turned off, the standard Adept Sign Out will not include children. 

¶ Children Sign Out has a new option to include parents . You can select the option to include 

parents of these children. The search results will display only the first generation of parents, 

and only those files with the extension(s) you specify. (This is particularly useful when trying 

to sign out drawings of parts.) 

Adept Explorer Columns  

¶ Explorer now offers greater control over the display of columns. You can 

Add/Change/Move/Resize/Delete columns as well as Save and Restore Column Sets.  

¶ You can now sort any column by simply clicking the column header. 

Adept Explorer Search Results  

¶ When Search Results contains multiple pages, a new navigation control lets you go directly to 

a selected page. 

¶ If you click the Back button after performing a search, the search criteria remain intact, making 

it easier to modify and search again. 

¶ Drop down lists in Adept Explorer Library and Search cards have been optimized to display 

large lists. 
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New Features in Adept 8.1.1 

Support for the AutoCAD 2010 and Autodesk Inventor 2010 

Adept supports the latest versions of Autodesk
®
 AutoCAD 2010 family of products, including 

AutoCAD, AutoCAD LT, AutoCAD Mechanical, AutoCAD Land Desktop, AutoCAD Civil 3D, 

AutoCAD Architecture, AutoCAD MEP, AutoCAD Electrical, and other AutoCAD-based design 

products. 

 
The Adept menu is integrated inside the AutoCAD graphics window. In addition, the latest release 

supports the extraction of: PDF underlay references, Linked OLE Object references, and attributes from 

Dynamic Blocks.  
 
Adept 8.1.1 also supports Autodesk Inventor 2010. Adeptôs integration with Inventor provides: 

¶ Easy, automated part, assembly, drawing, and related file version control  

¶ Built-in relationship management for parts, assemblies, and drawings as they are revised, copied, 

moved or renamed  

¶ Bi-directional property linking of Inventor iProperties with Adept to ensure accurate information 

and eliminate manual data entry  

¶ Seamless integration inside Inventor helps designers be more efficient while ensuring proper 

version control and enabling secure, collaborative design  

¶ Assists in automating the creation of bills of material  

¶ Built-in enterprise visualization software enables view, print and markup of native Inventor 2D and 

3D files along with up to 450 additional formats  

 
 

 
 
Adeptôs document management commands are available inside the 
AutoCAD 2010 application 

 

 
 
The most commonly used Adept document management commands are accessible 
from an Adept menu and Adept Browser pane inside the Inventor application. 
 

 

Adept Viewer 19.3.4 

The Adept viewer includes the latest build of Oracleôs AutoVue 19.3.4 viewer, which supports viewing, 

markup and compare capabilities for AutoCAD 2010. For a complete list of all supported viewer 

formats, please see the Adept Viewer Supported Format document in the Resource Center of 

www.SynergisSoftware.com or in the Customer Portal. 

http://www.synergissoftware.com/
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Adept Explorer 

The Library Browser view is now available within the list of FileGuide views, allowing users to 

navigate to files in a Windows Explorer-like folder structure. 

Adept Date Format Choice  

The Adept Administrator now has the global option to choose between Adept Standard date format 

(MM/DD/YYYY) and ISO date format (YYYY/MM/DD) for all displayed dates in Adept. 
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New Features in Adept 8.1 

SolidWorks Application Integration (8.1) 

 Many of Adeptôs features are now accessible from within SolidWorks, helping SolidWorks users be 

more efficient while ensuring effective document management. As a SolidWorks Certified Gold PDM 

product, Adeptôs integration ensures proper version control and enables secure, collaborative design. 
 

The Adept Task Pane in SolidWorks 
An Adept Task Pane within SolidWorks gives users the ability to Search, Sign In/Sign Out, Open, 

Insert and Replace Components, and see status information about parts, assemblies, drawings ï 

without leaving the SolidWorks application. 

 

Adept allows users to perform these tasks within the SolidWorks Task Pane: 

¶ Search by metadata or browse through an Explorer-like tree structure to find files using any 

combination of metadata fields tracked in Adept  

¶ Access files in an Adept work area 

¶ Check the status of files (In/Out/On Hold) 

¶ Drag and drop files from any Search Results listing into SolidWorksô graphics window 

¶ Open or insert a file with options for copy out, sign out, or read-only access 

¶ Select a specific configuration for the selected file 

¶ View and edit the selected fileôs associated Adept data fields via the Adept Library Card 

¶ View thumbnail and parent-child relationships (references) for the selected file  

 

    

                  The Adept Task Pane is now integrated into SolidWorks 

The Adept Relationship Tree 
In addition to the integrated task pane, there is an Adept relationship tree inside of SolidWorks that 

mimics the SolidWorks FeatureManager design tree. In this relationship tree, different icons are 

displayed next to the file name to show the current status of that file in Adept. When you hover over a 

file name, a tooltip displays information about that file, for example, file name, status, Library or 
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owner. Users can also sign out a file by checking the box next to the file name and selecting the Sign 

Out button.  

Notification of Referenced File Status Change 
The new Adept integration for SolidWorks has an optional notification feature that, when set, notifies 

users when a file they are currently referencing is signed out or signed in by another user. This feature 

improves collaboration among multiple users as they work on shared files and designs. 

Additional Access to Adept Commands 
Users are able to right click on a file in the FeatureManager and access Adept specific commands. Now 

this same functionality is available when a user right clicks on a part or assembly in the graphics area. 

The following Adept commands are available in the popup menu: 

¶ File Status 

¶ Sign Out 

¶ Edit Part/Assembly with Sign Out 

¶ Open Part/Assembly with Sign Out 
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New Features in Adept 8.0 

Full Text Search within the Contents of Documents  

Adeptôs Full Text Search capability allows users to search the contents of documents managed by 

Adept, including Word, Excel, PowerPoint, PDF, DWG and many others. You can utilize Boolean 

search terms like ñandò, ñorò, ñnearò and ñnotò to find just the results set youôre looking for. Combined 

with Adeptôs powerful structured metadata searching, there is no limit to your ability to find the right 

information you need, fast. 

 

 
Full Text Search Criteria 

 
 Full Text Search Configuration Options 

 

Transmittal Automation 

The Transmittal Automation feature makes the process of creating, sending, and tracking transmittals 

easy and fast, and reduces the chance of errors compared to paper-based transmittal processes.   

 

Transmittal forms are customizable and flexible to your environment and support the use of your own 

customized cover sheet.  

 
Customizable Transmittal Form 
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Users may search for and select the documents to be sent with the transmittal from inside Adeptôs 

controlled environment. 

 

 
 

A relationship is maintained between the cover sheet and the documents being transmitted, and a 

historical record is maintained of which documents were sent, when, and at what revision. 

 

 
 
Users can add and modify clients and contacts that will receive the transmittal from within the Adept 

environment and the Transmittal can be automatically rendered to PDF, Zipped, and emailed. 
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AutoNumber 

AutoNumberôs powerful and flexible configuration options make it easy for administrators to create 

diverse naming schemes for all departments using Adept. 

 

 
 

Administrators have the ability to provide template documents using a variety of format segments, 

including an auto-generated number sequence, fixed width text placeholders for user entered text, pre-

defined data from drop down lists, delimiters, restricted field data, and user entered free text. All of 

these AutoNumber format segments can be combined in any sequence to create easy-to-use, error-free 

naming standards. 
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AutoRevision 

AutoRevision provides a way for a companyôs custom document revision numbers to be automatically 

incremented, based on usersô actions in Adept. Custom revision field data can be set to increment on 

Sign In, Sign Out, or Final Approval. AutoRevision is easily configured by administrators and supports 

an alpha or numeric numbering scheme.  

 

 

Approval Validation 

Enterprises with regulatory and compliance requirements such as GAMP, FDA 21 CFR Part 11 and 

others must prove that when users Approve or Reject documents in a workflow, their identity can be 

validated. Approval Validation requires that users enter their password in a Workflow event, thus 

satisfying electronic records requirements. 
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Approval Validation works with Adeptôs native password scheme as well as with the Adeptôs out of the 

box Active Directory integration. 

Workflow Enhancements: 

Adeptôs workflow capabilities have been enhanced with the following additional features: 

Send an Alert if a Document Workflow is Delayed 
To ensure that documents move through a workflow in a timely manner, the workflow administrator 

can set a maximum time limit for the entire workflow process and for specific steps of the workflow. If 

a document is in a workflow or workflow step longer than the specified time limit, Adept will send a 

notice to the appropriate recipients. This recipient list can be tailored according to the needs of your 

organization. 

 

 

Multiple Approvals Can be Required at Any Step 
When setting up a workflow step, the workflow administrator can optionally require approval from 

more than one reviewer. When this option is selected, the document will remain at the specified step 

until the pre-defined number of reviewers has approved it. With this feature, parallel approvals can be 

enabled at any workflow step. 
 

 

Add Individual Reviewers to a Workflow Step 
When selecting reviewers for a workflow step, the workflow administrator can select individual users. 

This provides more flexibility than previous versions of Adept, which only supported selection of group 

sat each workflow step. 
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Email Notification Enhancements 
A user or group of users can now be notified via email upon completion of the final approval step of a 

workflow. 
 

 
 

Additionally, workflow administrators can tailor the subject line, header and footer of automated email 

notifications based on the reason for the notification including Alert, Assign, Final Approval, and 

Review. 
 

 

AutoAdvance 
When a workflow step is set to AutoAdvance, documents automatically advance through the specified 

workflow step, and only require attention of the reviewers when rejected. 
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Assign from Within the Approve and Reject Dialog  
In the Approve or Reject dialog box, users now have the option to assign the file to another user. 

Bill of Material Automation 

Adept allows users to automate the creation of an Excel, text, and XML-based Bill of Material from 

within Adept. Users can easily configure the output in either indented or flat formats, and can save 

settings for future use. SolidWorks and Inventor users benefit from Adept's ability to track quantities of 

parts and assemblies. In calculating quantities, Adept considers the Bill of Material status assigned 

within the CAD application (e.g.: suppressed, excluded from BOM, BOM structure of Reference, etc.). 

SolidWorks users can also choose to output configuration specific information. 

 

  

 

Support for MicroStationV8 DGN Files 

In addition to core Adept document management capabilities like searching, revision control, workflow, 

and audit trail, Adeptôs MicroStation integration provides unique value to our clients in three primary 

areas: 

Tag Linking 
Text tags from MicroStation-based drawings are automatically extracted into Adept, thereby 

eliminating manual data entry and ensuring the information can be used for searching or generating 

reports. Because the link between MicroStation tags and Adept is bi-directional, authorized users can 

update MicroStation tags from within Adept in single or batch mode, without opening the original 

drawing files. 
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Reference File Management 
Adept manages and tracks MicroStation reference file relationships throughout the document lifecycle. 

As files are copied, moved, checked out, revised, and routed, Adept ensures that file relationships are 

maintained.  Adept displays these relationships so users can see Where Used and other related file 

dependencies.   

 

   

Visualization and Markup 
With built-in enterprise visualization software, Adept provides now provide native support for viewing 

of AutoCAD 2010, Autodesk Inventor 2010, SolidWorks 2009 and MicroStation file formats as well as 

many other 2D and 3D CAD files, scanned and raster documents, office documents, graphics files, and 

EDA PCB/IC layouts and schematics.  Please see the Adept Viewer formats guide for a complete list of 

all the supported formats. 
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Audit Trail Improvements 

Adeptôs extensive audit trail capabilities have been enhanced with these additional features: 

Limit the Commands that Audit Trail Stores 
To further control the size of the Audit Trail file, administrators now have more detailed control over 

the commands tracked by the Audit Trail. 

 

 
 

Filter the Audit Trail Display 
In addition to controlling what Audit Trail records to save, users can also limit what records to display 

in the Audit Trail tab. By filtering the display of the Audit Trail, users can more easily find the 

information they need. 
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Export/Archive Audit Trail 
Adeptôs Audit Trail keeps a record of the commands executed on all documents. Adept 8 provides 

administrators the ability to manage the growing repository of historical records in the Audit Trail with 

archive, export and delete capabilities. 

 

Improved Scrolling 

The speed and smoothness of scrolling through large file lists has been significantly improved. 

Adeptôs Off-The-Shelf Extensions Are Now Included 

The following features were previously available only with the Adept Productivity Pack or as separate 

Off-The-Shelf Extensions. They are now included with Adept and are a standard part of the installation. 

Administrators have the ability to enable any of the features quickly and easily from within the 

administration interface. 

Microsoft Office Outlook to Adept 
The Microsoft Office Outlook to Adept feature is a powerful way to ensure critical email 

correspondence and their attachments are stored with related documents in Adept. 

 

By clicking on the Save to Adept button from within Outlook, the text information in the email is saved 

to Adept in RTF, HTML or text format. Email Property data is extracted automatically into the Adept 

database, and is then immediately available for display on the Library Card and in searching. Users can 

choose to save any related file attachments to Adept as well. By default when one or more attachments 

are saved from Outlook to Adept, this feature will automatically create a relationship between the email 

file and its attachments. 

 

 
 

Auto Data Exporter 
The Auto Data Exporter is a multi-purpose feature that helps you facilitate data sharing between Adept 

and other business systems such as MRP, ERP, accounting or project management systems. It is a 

configurable, event-based feature that exports Adept data field information to a delimited text file that is 

stored in an administrator-configured location on the network. The text file can then be imported or 

consumed by other business systems, eliminating redundant data entry and associated human errors, 

while ensuring users of other systems have access to current information.   
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Auto Data Importer 
The Auto Data Importer feature allows administrators to import information from an Excel workbook 

into Adept data fields, providing richer overall content that can be used for searching or reporting. 

When defining the import characteristics, the administrator can map workbook cell information to 

Adept data fields, using key cells as matching points for the importation. 

 

 

Required Fields 
The Required Fields feature ensures key Adept data fields are populated by users when specific 

activities are performed on a document. By ensuring the necessary fields are populated with correct 

data, companies can find the correct document faster, and search results are more accurate and 

comprehensive. The administrator designates specific Adept fields as ñrequiredò, and can enable the 

feature to work when files are signed out, signed in or approved.  

 


